FORM B — BUILDING 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


View from 


Easthar 


yee 
ay, 


ss GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Source: Ma 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


Assessor’s Number USGS Quad = Area(s) +=Form Number 


18-315 ORLEANS EAS.770 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 155 Governor Prence Road 
Historic Name: John & Josephine H. Fulcher House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1859 
Source: deeds, vital records, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/front gable block 
Architect/Builder: 


unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, late 19" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Dormers added to house & wing, early 20" c. 
Wing porch enclosed, early 20" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 6.847 


Setting: The house is sited on a knoll above the road and 
a wetland to the north and east. The large parcel is 
bordered by residential subdivisions on the south and a 
conservation area in the wetland to the north. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The John & Josephine H. Fulcher House is a story-and-a-half wood-frame single dwelling with robust Greek Revival features 
and a kitchen wing appended to the rear. The three-bay front fagade is framed by wide, paneled pilasters lending figurative 
support to a substantial broken-bed pediment in the gable. The off-center entrance has a paneled door and tall sidelights set 
within a trabeated architrave with wide pilasters, heavy lintel and a simple cornice. Two windows containing 2-over-2 wood sash 
and pedimented cornices offset the door on the east side with three identical windows spaced across in the upper story. The 
massing of the house and its fenestration relate to a side hall interior plan; however, fenestration suggests the presence of a 
stair between the two principal rooms on the east side rather than in the hall. The side walls of the house are framed by corner 
pilasters and a tall frieze running along the eave line and distinguished by windows with pedimented cornices. Shed dormers 
were added to both sides of the roof in a later period. A one-story wing attached to the rear of the house contained a kitchen and 
service rooms. A porch on the east side of the wing has been enclosed with windows. Shed dormers were added to both sides 
of the roof in a later period. 


The house is sited on high ground above meadows leading down fo a small watercourse and wetland. A large mid-19""-century 
aisle barn with a front gable fagade and central wagon entrance is located south of the house. It served a number of functions 
related to the Fulchers’ truck farm. The majority of the property is mapped as wetlands. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1867 Eastham farmer Ezekiel Doane and his wife Rachel Lincoln Doane sold a half-acre lot with a house and outbuildings to 
their son-in-law John Fulcher (1838-99) for $650.’ Based on its design, the house was probably built closer to 1859, when 
Fulcher married the Doanes’ daughter Josephine Helena (1840-1916). The 1860 census lists the Fulchers in their own 
household with $75 in real property, immediately after Josephine’s parents who lived on the state road. Fulcher is listed as a 
master mariner in the 1860 census and as a fisherman in 1870. The 155 Governor Prence Road house remains in the Fulcher 
family. 


John Fulcher was born in Great Yarmouth, England, and was twelve-year-old cabin boy on the British brig Margaret when it 
foundered off Cape Cod in April 1852.2 According to local historian Alice Lowe, Freeman Doane Mayo found the boy lashed to 
the vessel's mast on the beach and brought him to Eastham. Fulcher got work on the farm of Ezekiel Doane on the east side of 
State Highway and seven years later married Doane’s daughter.? In 1867 he bought numerous parcels from his in-laws and 
others on both sides of State Highway and ranging along the south side of what is now Governor Prence Road (Cedar Swamp 
Road in early deeds) on the west side of the Highway. 


In 1870 John Fulcher lived with his wife and their children Dawson Lincoln, Mary J., John Grayson, Alfred James (born Albert 
James), and Ezekiel Doane Fulcher, all born between 1860 and 1868. Between 1870 and 1883 the couple had five more 
children—Frederick William, Josephine H., Sarah F., Louis Young, and Obed Abelino Fulcher. John Fulcher served the town as 
a field driver and highway surveyor in the 1880s and as a road commissioner in the 1890s, and the Provincetown newspaper 
reported his regular trips to that place with cabbages, potatoes, and turnips to sell “in small lots.” He died in August 1899, and in 
1900 his widow was living with her sons John F., Louis Y., and Obed A., all farm workers, and daughters Josephine and Sarah. 
In 1902 the town taxed her on 61.25 acres, a house worth $600, a barn at $250, an outbuilding at $10, seven hen houses at 
$70, a wood house at $75, and a mill at $75; she also had two horses, four cows, a bull, and twenty-seven chickens. 


In March 1916 Josephine H. Fulcher deeded her half-acre homestead to her son Obed; at the same time eldest son John G. 
Fulcher built a house for himself and his new wife, Clara Paine Higgins, at 1685 State Highway (EAS.20) on land his mother 
had also deeded to both sons.* In 1923 John deeded his share of that twelve-acre parcel to Obed.° 


1 Rachel A. and Ezekiel Doane to John Fulcher, 4 May 1867, BCD 93:190: 
2 Yarmouth Register, 22 April 1852. 
3 Alice A. Lowe, Nauset on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham (Falmouth, MA: Eastham Historical Society, 1968), 107. 
4 Josephine H. Fulcher to Obed A. Fulcher, 7 March 1916, BCD 347:78. The children and heirs of John Fulcher all deeded their interest in the 
homestead to their mother between 1892 and 1905 (BCD 262:354, 240;251, and 272:269). 
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Obed Abelino Fulcher (whose middle name must honor his uncle Abelino Doane who lived on the State Highway), born in 1883, 
married Lottie Marion Young of Chatman in 1905, and the couple lived with their infant daughter Gladys, Obed’s mother and 
brother John, and two elderly renters at 155 Governor Prence Road in 1910. Josephine Doane Fulcher died in 1916, and in 
1920 Obed was, like his father, operating a truck farm on the property. By then he and his wife had three more children—Clara, 
Cora, and Herbert D. In 1926 the town taxed him on a house valued at $1150, a barn and shed at $290, a poultry house at $30, 
a water system at $50, a seven-acre homestead parcel including an orchard, 31.5 acres in other parcels, one horse, nine cows, 
and twenty-five chickens. In 1930 Obed Fulcher’s household included ten persons—himself, his wife, married daughter Clara 
Fuller and her son Clyde, sons Herbert and Robert (born 1920), daughters Hazel, Ruth, and Ellen Janet (born 1922, 1926, and 
1928 respectively), and a boarder. The size of his farm had was smaller by 1931—he owned in all 21.5 acres—but he had 
twelve cows, a horse, and forty chickens, and by 1930 his herd had declined substantially, tough he owned more land. 


In 1940 the federal census credit Obed Fulcher with $6000 in real property, and by then he was doing road work for the town. 
His wife Lottie was a cook at a private school, and five others were in the household—children Robert, Ruth, and Janet, Robert’s 
wife Eleanor, and grandson Clyde Fuller. In 1941 and 1947 Fulcher was taxed on his house, his barn/hay, a poultry house, a 
pump house, “Speare cottage,” and 11.4 acres. 


Obed and Lottie Fulcher owned and occupied 155 Governor Prence Road until 1974, when they sold it to their married daughter 
Ellen Janet Westergaard, wife of textile worker Raymond Frederick Westergaard (1922-2000), a native of Passaic, New Jersey, 
whom she married in 1944.° Westergaard was the owner of record in 2020. 
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View of barn from NE. 
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